
X. Introduction

HOWARD McKAUGHAN

The bulk of the descriptive studies of the Auyana-Usarufa has been done

be Darlene L. Bee of the Summer Institute of Linguistics. References and

acknowledgment appear in the first footnote of each chapter. Her studies

are of the Usarufa, spoken by some 1,000 persons. Data are from the

village of Kaagu (Orona). The Auyana, a name covering the dialect spoken

in the villages of Kosena, Arora, and Asempa among others and the dialect

spoken in the village of Kawaina, is summarized by McKaughan and Marks.

The collection of texts is also from the Auyana. The map of the Eastern

Highlands Study Area shows the Auyana, north of the Awa (see Map 2).

Villages of Asempa (5) and Kawaina (6) are located as is the area for

Kosena and Usarufa.

Dr. Bee prefers that Usarufa be called a language rather than a dialect.

Her studies do indicate a substantial difference between the two, and though

Usarufa is more closely related to Auyana than to any of the other study

languages (Awa, Gadsup, and Tairora), it may be as well to regard the

Auyana-Usarufa as a subfamily rather than dialects of the same language.

Criteria for establishing language versus dialect are yet to be formalized to

the satisfaction of all. In this case, the differences between Usarufa and
Auyana are more substantial grammatically, perhaps, than the differences

between the various Awa dialects. The people insist on a difference, and

though in this respect native reaction is dangerous, we will stick to the two

names, Auyana and Usarufa. However, there is not this kind of difference

between Kosena and Auyana, the language spoken in the village of Kosena
being little different from that in Arora from where the Kosena people mi-

grated within remembered history.

McKaughan and Marks summarize the Auyana phonology in the following
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chapter, so nothing more need be said here. The consonant and vowel sys-

tem of Auyana is compared to the other languages in Chapter XXXV.
The notes on the Auyana grammar in McKaughan and Marks are aug-

mented substantially by the treatment by Bee on Usarufa. The phonological

studies of Usarufa are of special interest in that they highlight (A) tone,

a newly discovered feature of New Guinea languages; and (B) distinctive

features, an approach not used by the other writers, new in its application

to New Guinea languages. Bee's article in Part V (Chap. XXXVI) on

comparative problems is also of interest along this line since she comments

on the distinctive features in the other languages of the study group.

The original publishers of Chapters XI I and XIII are indicated in the

footnotes. The only difference between the original publications and those

given here is the use of an orthography that is consistent with the other

descriptions where it does not alter the information given.

The texts will afford an opportunity for further analysis and description of

Auyana, and also give the reader-analyst an opportunity to compare Auyana

and Usarufa.



XL Notes on Auyana Phonology

and Morphology

HOWARD McKAUGHAN and DOREEN MARKS

1. Introduction

Auyana is spoken by some 4,500 people living in the Kainantu subdistrict

of the Eastern Highlands of New Guinea. This study is of the dialect spoken

by about 350 people living in the village of Kosena. 1 These people moved

from the Arora village within remembered history, and their dialect is rep-

resentative of Central Auyana.

These notes, though incomplete and sketchy, will give the reader a basis

for comparison with the Usarufa materials. The differences are matters of

detail. However, it should be noted that the Usarufa say that the Auyana

spoken in Kosena is not intelligible to them. Before conclusions can be

drawn from the statement, however, further investigation needs to be made

of what is meant by 'unintelligible. ' The Usarufa descriptive materials in

other chapters of this monograph give the descriptive details for the Auyana

language group as opposed to the Awa, Gadsup, and Tairora. The final part

of this monograph gives the comparative relations between the languages of

the family including Auyana and Usarufa.

1 The materials upon which these notes are based were gathered by Doreen Marks
under the auspices of the Summer Institute of Linguistics, Data papers on the phonol-

ogy and the noun morphology were written by Miss Marks and were used by

McKaughan as a basis for this paper.
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